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Mount Lebanon Prosecutor Probes Alleged Lassa Construction Violations
by Naharnet Newsdesk 06 June 2014, 13:37

The Mount Lebanon Prosecutor launched on Friday an investigation into alleged
construction violations committed in a predominantly Shiite town in Jbeil district.
The state-run National News Agency said Judge Claude Karam launched his
probe into allegations that residents began constructing a building on a property
claimed by the Maronite church in Lassa.

Karam began hearing witness testimonies to investigate the nature of the alleged
violations and the persons behind them pending an appropriate decision on the
matter, NNA added.

The Internal Security Forces stopped a Lassa resident on Thursday from
continuing construction work on the land parcel which is claimed by the Maronite
bishopric of Sarba.

And on Friday, the Prosecutor's office ordered the construction be demolished
after reportedly several residents built a ceiling rather than waiting for a judicial
decision on the ownership of the property.

The residents of Lassa have in the past been caught in a land dispute with the
church.Anti-Hizbullah officials accuse the party of allowing the residents to build
on church land and providing a cover for the property violators.

Hezbollah members resume controversial construction in Lassa
Jun. 06, 2014 |

The Daily Star

BEIRUT: Mount Lebanon Prosecutor Claude Karam gave a 24-hour grace period
Friday for the demolition of a building being illegally constructed by Hezbollah
members in the Jbeil village of Lassa.

"The violators have 24 hours to demolish the building or else the security forces
will have to intervene and bring it down themselves," the judge told The Daily
Star.

Karam said that his decision was reached after mediators intervened in an
attempt to solve the dispute in a friendly way.
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The Maronite Diocese had filed a complaint Friday after Hezbollah members
resumed construction overnight on a controversial plot of land in Lassa that the
church says belongs to it, security sources said Friday.

The sources told The Daily Star that Hezbollah’s local military commander, Yasar
Hasan Migdad, backed by around 50 Hezbollah members dressed in special
uniforms, entered the disputed land late Thursday night and restarted work,
nearly two years after a court ruling that banned construction.

Work continued until shortly before daybreak as Migdad has threatened anyone
trying to use force to stop him.

Security forces were only called in after work stopped around 4:30 a.m., the
sources said, adding that the provocative move has created a tense atmosphere.
Around midday, a group of Lassa residents blocked a vital road linking Jbeil to its
mountainous outskirts to protest the Hezbollah move.

The long-running dispute over land ownership in Lassa dates back to 2011.

The town has historically been a place of co-existence between Christians and
the majority of its Shiite population since the early 19th century, and a local
official blamed outdated maps for the recent flare-up.

Lassa’s mukhtar, Mahmoud Migdad, has said properties in the village had
changed hands frequently and without any problems since the 1800s. He is said
to have provided Yasar Hasan Miqdad with a forged building permit.

Talal Miqdad, an Shiite official in Lassa who has been mediating the dispute, said
some 150 dignitaries had signed a petition to strip the mukhtar of his powers,
accusing him of preventing a survey of the disputed lands in Lassa.

In July 2011, a delegation from the Maronite Patriarchate arrived in Lassa to
survey land it said belonged to the church, in line with a judicial order.

Residents who were not informed of the visit beforehand reacted angrily, and a
brief physical confrontation forced the delegation to abandon its mission.
Politicians and church officials met in a bid to solve the impasse, but even though
a solution has been reached, according to the Maronite patriarch, the tension has
remained.
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OPA du Hezbollah sur le Liban chrétien

février 2012

Depuis I'année derniére, le Hezbollah a lancé une offensive pour affaiblir la
communauté chrétienne et attaquer ses usages.

Ainsi, au cours des derniers mois, plusieurs débits de boissons alcoolisées ont
di fermer les portes a la suite d’'une campagne d’intimidation dans le sud du
pays. Ultime agression, le 12 janvier, a Sarafand, un village a maijorité chiite, une
bombe de 300 grammes d’explosif a gravement endommagé l'un de ces
magasins.

Tout sert de prétexte au Hezbollah et a ses sbires. A Lassa, village chiite enclave
dans la région chrétienne, un conflit éclatait en juillet 2011, des habitants
s’installant sur des terres qui appartiennent a I'Eglise maronite. Quand, escortés
par la police, des topographes se rendent sur place pour effectuer des relevés,
ils sont molestés par les villageois, encouragés a occuper les terres par le
Hezbollah.

Au mois d’aodt, les résidents chrétiens d’un secteur proche de Hadeth
dénoncaient le grignotage de la zone par les investisseurs chiites encouragés
par le Hezbollah. Ces chrétiens accusent le « Parti de Dieu » de vouloir changer
la composante communautaire de la région pour y faire sa loi.

Plus grave, début janvier, le directoire du Hezbollah estimait qu’il est nécessaire
de remettre en question le systéme politique qui donne la moitié du Parlement
aux chrétiens et 'autre moitié aux musulmans. Il prénait une parité aux trois tiers
: un pour les chrétiens, un pour les sunnites et le dernier pour les chiites. Cette
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nouvelle distribution réduirait la représentation des chrétiens en faveur des
musulmans.
A ce propos, il convient de remarquer que la majorité sunnite conduite par Saad

Hariri s’est opposée aux exigences chiites. Plus intéressant encore, I'Arabie
Saoudite, qui soutient financierement le Liban, a elle aussi dénoncé cette
proposition.

Dans l'affaire, les sunnites jouent intelligemment servant leurs intéréts sur le long
terme. lls savent qu’un Liban ou les chrétiens ne se sentiraient pas rassurés pour
leur avenir provoquerait leur départ. Les sunnites se retrouveraient alors seuls
face aux chiites.Il en fallait plus pour décourager le Hezbollah. Le 12 janvier,
Boutros Harb, député chrétien, saisissait la presse a la suite d’'une nouvelle
menace. Une société iranienne se voyait confier, par le gouvernement acquis au
Hezbollah, la construction d’'un barrage a Tannourine, en pleine montagne
chrétienne.

Une société libanaise avait d’abord été désignée, mais I'lran en offrant un don a
exigé de construire lui-méme I'ouvrage.

»Un telle décision, a dit Harb, aura des retombées négatives... Cette présence
étrangére et I'action de la société s’accompagneront en effet d’'une présence
milicienne étrangére, ce qui ne manquera pas d’avoir un impact sur le double
plan politique et sécuritaire .« Le Liban paye pour la faiblesse de I'Occident qui,
au lendemain des accords de Taéf, n’a pas exigé le démantélement de la milice
du Hezbollah au méme titre que des autres milices.

Centre de Recherches sur le terrorisme depuis le 11 septembre
2001 http://lwww.recherches-sur-le-
terrorisme.com/Documentsterrorisme/hezbollah-controle-liban-
chretiens.html
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